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Do we need  a new Czech translation of 
UDC MRF? 

Questions of vital importance 

• how to minimize the costs of subject analysis 
process 

• both the Czech Subject Authority File and 
Conspectus Categorization Scheme are based on 
UDC… 

• how to minimize the costs of the translation of UDC 

 solution: the UDC Consortium services …    
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UDC Consortium data services 

• data alignment service 
• data export services 
• translation database hosting service 

 
aim of UDC Consortium 
• to create a team (world-wide network) of UDC 

experts - programmers and UDC specialists and 
• to provide  

– high quality UDC MRF data 
– high quality data handling and management 
– consulting and training services 
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UDC Data Alignment Service 

Alignment refers to the comparison of an old published edition in a 
specific/national language with the latest UDC MRF data in English 
providing reports indicating: 

– new classes added since the date of the language edition 

– classes that have been cancelled 

– classes that have changed to a certain extent 

– validation of references 

Alingment of the Czech complete edition  

 upon alignment we received 

– spreadsheets with Czech and English data in parallel including data 
already available in UDC Summary  

– records that need revision are indicated 

– all classes that need translation are clearly marked 
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Alignment of Czech published edition from 2002 with 
UDC MRF data 2009 

 

Example of 
Czech record 
which does 
not exist in 
oficial MRF 
database  
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Records cancelled which need to be removed 

 
Records cancelled and need to be 

removed 
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Records cancelled which need to be removed – 
information on cancellation 

 

Date Soure Action 
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Records revised or introduced 

 
Blue text: Czech edition 
does not contain, new  

Red text: MRF does not 
contain, cancelled text 
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New class number 504.35  
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New class number 504.35 – information on 
introductin  
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Comparison of the Czech edition from 2002 
with the UDC MRF data 2009 

 

 

• 2768 classes were cancelled 

• 5153 new records were introduced (to be 
translated) 

• 7486 records were revised 

 

• useful and cost-effective service 
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UDC Translation Online Support Service 
UDC Consortium offered to  

– host the Czech translation database online 
– provide  the support during the edition preparation  
– provide exports, technical support, backups and uploads   
– provide a translation tool interface for online work 

The service secures 
– creating and opening a separate online UDC database on the UDC  

server, holding in parallel MRF data and data in the Czech language  
– access to a web-based translation interface online including 

search/browse/edit functions and data exports 
– support import/export on demand  
– providing technical support: opening multiple user accounts, 

providing statistics, and logs 
– securing data backup 
– supporting off-line work by uploading data and producing translation 

spreadsheets  
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Functions of UDC Translation Tool 

UDC TT - editor  
– search notation option 
– search caption option 
– browsing option features 
– colour scheme 

• new records missing translation are red 

– edit functions 

UDC TT 
• shows completion statistics  

– how much is translated and how much is missing 

• shows activity logs  
– who and when logged 

• comments 
– list all editing comments in a separate page 

• exports  
– 2 types of exports  

• bilingual spreadsheet 
• monolingual word document 
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Browsing option features 
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Rule: because of the size of the database it is 
always the best policy to look and browse for 
notation with 3 digits or more 

Drop down menu: to browse the class - for 
small classes (because of the size of the 
database) 



Search notation option  - unfinished only 
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Advanced search 
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NOTATION 
1) works with automatic right 
truncation  
2) left truncation using % 
3) notation containing present field 
d) to search for the presence of 
notation in other fields (e.g. SN  
or AN): to use TEXT search box and 
type in the number 
 
TEXT SEARCH AGAINST FIELDS 
enables you to look against a string of 
characters contained in certain field  
 
 

COMBINATION OF TEXT AND NOTATION SEARCH 
e.g. putting  (4 in notation field and word 
'capital' in captions 
it will give you all records starting with (4 which 
contain the word 'capital' in caption 
 



 

Advanced search 
 
Search term:  
                    literatura 
Field:          caption 
 
Results:                191  
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Advanced search 
 
Search term:  
                 literatura 
Field:       scope note 
 
                 10 results 
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Advanced search 
 
Search term:  
                    literatura 
Field:       references 
 
Results:                 61  
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Advanced search 
 
Search term:  
                 literatura 
Field:       Including 
 
Results:              11 
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Advanced search 
 
Search term:  
              literatura 
Field:    Application 
              note 
 

Results:                 7 
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Advanced search 
 
Search term:  
                 literatura 
Field:       Examples 
 
Results:              25 
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Advanced search 
 
Search term:  
               537.39 
Field:     Editorial note 
 
Results:              1 
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Edit functions 
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On demand exports from the UDC MRF 
database 
 

– monolingual export 

– bilingual export 

• exports by hierarchical level 

• exports in a certain format 

– multilingual exports to the extent to which data 
are available and data copyright cleared 
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Bilingual export according to fields 

 
 
Monolingual exports should be opened with Microsoft Word, selecting Unicode (UTF-8) as 
the encoding type - see screenshot. Bilingual exports should be opened with Microsoft 
Excel. 
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Bilingual export according 
to all fields (excluding 
examples) – class 2 
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Example of bilingual export – class 2 
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Bilingual export according to 
field: examples of 
combination – class 2 
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Bilingual export – class 2, examples 
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Monolingual UDC export – example of class 0 
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UDC Translator Tool - levels of access 

2 levels of access 

• Editor:  this login gives access to  

– statistics 

– comments 

– activity 

– logs 

– exports  

• Normal: this login gives access to  

– stastistics 

– comments only 
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Example of 
comments 
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     Stat 

 

Statistics 
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To be translated: 
 
Caption:               2936 
Including:             1312 
Scope Note:           231 
Application Note:    66 
Examples:             1296 



Conclusion 

 

• The services offered by UDC Consortium are very 
well developed 

• they are steadily improving and 

• are worthy to be supported and applied 
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